
Awards Sponsor

CHAMPIONS
The CO3 Annual Leadership Awards 2023

‘every big change in the world starts with one 
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Evelyn Partners is proud to be the headline sponsor once 
again of the CO3 Leadership Awards 2023, a unique event 
which brings together and celebrates leaders across the 
charity sector in Northern Ireland.

This is our second year of association with the awards, 
reflecting our commitment to promoting and recognising 
best practice, innovation and effective leadership within the 
third sector. 

The cost of living crisis coupled with extreme funding 
uncertainty has made this past year particularly difficult, but 
has also shown the resilience of the sector. Organisations 
continue to pivot extremely quickly to meet the needs of 
their service users, whilst also supporting their own staff 
teams. There’s no doubt, these are still difficult times, but we 
know we can overcome today’s challenges by working even 
more closely together.

Today’s event celebrates the dedication and initiative of 
those people whose leadership is making a real difference to 
civic society in Northern Ireland. 

These remarkable people, shortlisted this evening, are 
leading change in our society and we are delighted to be a 
part of this event that honours the work they do. 

On behalf of Evelyn, I would like to congratulate all of 
the nominees and winners of this year’s awards. Your 
extraordinary commitment and exceptional leadership is an 
inspiration to us all.

Chris O’Neill
Evelyn Partners
Partner, Investment Management

Office: Belfast
Tel: +44 28 9072 3033
Mobile: 07920871292
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Evelyn Partners investment solutions for charities

Investing for your charity is about more than just aiming to 
generate good returns. By understanding the complex issues 
facing the charity sector and your unique requirements, 
we can build a bespoke portfolio that aims to fulfil all 
your needs.

Evelyn Partners has a dedicated team who understand 
the extra responsibility that comes from being a trustee, 
so they can help you to go above and beyond in service to 
your charity.

www.evelyn.com

Treating your charity 
with the extra care  
it deserves.

To find out more, please contact:

Chris O’Neill, Partner 
Evelyn Partners Investment Management LLP

T: +44 28 9072 3033 
E: chris.oneill@evelyn.com

The value of investments can go down as well as up and investors may not receive back the original 
amount invested.

Evelyn Partners Investment Management Services Limited and Evelyn Partners Investment Management LLP are authorised and 
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Services may be provided by other companies in the Evelyn Partners Group. The title 
‘Partner’ does not mean that the individual is necessarily a partner of Evelyn Partners Investment Management LLP. For a full list of LLP 
partners, please refer to Companies House or request directly from us. Other services may be provided by other entities within the Evelyn 
Partners group of companies. Further details about the Group are available at www.evelyn.com.
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This evening’s event is an important opportunity for us to 
pay tribute to the exceptional people who lead in Charities, 
Community & Voluntary Organisations and Social Enterprises 
across Northern Ireland.  

As the new Chief Executive of CO3, I have already seen first 
hand the outstanding work and commitment of leaders in 
our sector. Passion, commitment and boundless energy 
characterise those shortlisted for our 2023 CO3 Leadership 
Awards.  

This year we are delighted to provide even more opportunity 
for you to nominate great leaders in this prestigious event as 
we launch four new categories: 

•	 Mentor of the Year  
•	 Health Advocate of the Year  
•	 Leading Sustainability  
•	 Wellbeing Champion 

In another year of challenge and uncertainty, leaders in the 
third sector have again raised the bar, displaying courage, 
professionalism, resilience and optimism in often very 
difficult circumstances. With the generous support of Evelyn, 
and all of our category supporters, it is our privilege this 
evening to showcase and celebrate you – the outstanding 
leaders of the third sector.  

CO3 is here to support you as leaders - whatever the stage 
of your career journey. We do this through our range of 
networking opportunities, training courses, programmes 
and events.  

Engage Executive Talent is our social enterprise that provides 
an industry leading executive and board recruitment service, 
a trusted consultancy service and an interim executive 
service, all tailored specifically for third sector organisations.  

If you have any queries about this or any aspect of your 
membership the CO3 team are on hand to help.  

As we take time this evening to shine a light on your 
leadership achievements, we are showcasing the fulfilment 
and rewards of a career in our sector and inspiring tomorrow’s 
leaders.  

Finally I wish you all a great evening.  

Valerie McConville
Chief Executive
CO3
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Welcome  
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Running Order

4:00 PM

4:50 PM

5:10 PM

5:50 PM

5:40 PM

6:15 PM

6:20 PM

6:40 PM

6:50 PM

7:10 PM

7:45 PM

Doors Open | Guests are seated | Visit Buffet

Welcome from CO3 Chair, Anne-Marie McClure & Main Awards Supporter, 
Chris O’Neill, Evelyn Partners

Keynote | Lady Mary Peters

Formal Close | CO3 Chief Executive, Valerie McConville

Awards Presentations | Part One

Awards Presentations | Part Two

Awards Presentations | Part Three

10 Minute Comfort Break

10 Minute Comfort Break

The Clare Chorale 

£200 Hastings Hotels Voucher | Prize Draw with Sarah T and Davy UK
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hello 
change-maker

We are delighted to sponsor the
CO3 Leadership Awards 2023
celebrating Northern Ireland's 
change - makers.

We speak finance. But we hear people. 
And we are ready to hear from you.

www.communityfinanceireland.com or @ComFinanceIrl

http://www.communityfinanceireland.com
https://www.inspirewellbeing.org/
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Meet the 
Finalists

 Proud to sponsor
the Health Care

Advocate Of The
Year Award.

 www.nichs.org.uk

Congratulations 
to the finalists 

and best of luck 
tonight

http://www.nichs.org.uk
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Meet our 
Judges

Chris O’Neill
Evelyn Partners

Ajay Johal
Ruffer

Karen Gallagher
Freelance

Declan Cunnane
NI Chest Heart & Stroke

Bill Osborne
The VSB Foundation

Martin Flynn
OCN NI

Ella Camille
Social Enterprise Academy 

Gillian Boyd
Halifax Foundation for Northern 

Ireland

Brenda Kelly
Freelance

Phelim Sharvin
Community Finance Ireland

Kerry Anthony
Inspire

Carol McTaggart
Clanmil Housing

Jenda McSwiggan
Cushon

Donal Laverty
Baker Tilly Mooney Moore

#CO3Awards #Champion #Leadership
CHAMPIONS
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Inspiring Leader of the Year

Developed by CO3 and launched in September 2019, Engage Executive 
Talent is a specialised executive recruitment service comprising three strands: 
Permanent Executive Recruitment, Interim Executive Recruitment and Board 
Recruitment.

CO3 is Northern Ireland’s leadership organisation for Chief Officers in the 
Third Sector, and its Engage Executive Talent offer has been borne out of the 
demand from third sector boards and executive teams for services that were 
more responsive to the needs of the non profit sector than existing mainstream 
providers.

Recent Clients Include
Contact Patrick for your recruitment 
needs: patrick@co3.org.uk

Social Entrepreneurial 
Leader

Mentor of the Year

Leading Organisational 
Change

Leading Sustainability in the 
Sector

Wellbeing Champion

Best Newcomer

Team up and Save the Day

Trustee of the Year

Health Care Advocate 
of the Year

Social Innovation

#CO3Awards #Champion #Leadership

Thanks to all the above organisations who have generously supported our Awards this year. 
We couldn’t do them without you. 

Leading a Smaller Organisation

CHAMPIONS
The CO3 Annual Leadership Awards 2023
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mailto:patrick@co3.org.uk
https://engageexec.co.uk/
https://www.evelyn.com/
https://www.ocnni.org.uk/
http://wearects.net/
https://nichs.org.uk/
https://www.bakertillymooneymoore.co.uk/
https://www.inspirewellbeing.org/
https://communityfinanceireland.com/
https://www.socialenterprise.academy/
https://engageexec.co.uk/
https://www.cushon.co.uk/
https://vsb.org.uk/
https://www.ruffer.co.uk/en
https://www.halifaxfoundationni.org/
https://www.clanmil.org.uk/


Choir Bio

The Clare Chorale is a popular mixed voice Ballyclare-based choir with 
over 50 members from various backgrounds. It still uses Ballyclare High 
School as its base and celebrates its 20th anniversary this year.  

It has grown in popularity with TV and Radio appearances and is led by 
Sheelagh Greer, recently accepting the ‘Mighly Woman in Music’ award as 
well as a Centenary Citizen award. Darren Day, a composer and perfomer 
in his own right, is choir Accompanist. 

The choir has a prolific record for supporting charities and its nominated 
charity for 2022/23 is NI Chest Heart & Stroke
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Supporting Charities to Change and Grow

 Organisation Design
 Organisation Development
 Systems and Process Improvement
 Executive Coaching, Leadership and Development
 Governance Reviews & Board Transformation
 HR Advisory

Contact Donal Laverty, Consulting Partner 
E: donallaverty@bakertillymm.co.uk    T: 028 9032 3466

www.bakertillymooneymoore.co.uk

Registered as auditors and regulated for a range of investment business activities 
in the United Kingdom by the Association of Chartered Certified Accountants.

An independent member of Baker Tilly International
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On behalf of the CO3 Awards team, we would like to extend our  
sincere gratitude for taking the time to submit a nomination. 

Your dedication and commitment to the cause is greatly 
appreciated. Thanks to our friends at Davy UK, we are delighted 
to say that everyone who nominated will be in with a chance to 
win a £200 Hastings Hotels Voucher to be drawn on the night of 
the awards.

Your contribution helps us recognize and celebrate the 
achievements of individuals and organisations who are making a 
positive impact in our sector. Your nomination has been carefully 
reviewed and considered alongside others, in the selection 
process for this year’s awards.

Thank you again for your support and for helping us to 
acknowledge the achievements of those making a difference.

Thank you to our Awards, Category and other supporters for making the CO3 Leadership Awards 
possible.

Your support and commitment to recognising outstanding leaders in our sector is greatly appreciated.

Sponsors are chosen very carefully for our Awards and Conference and we love to work with 
organisations whose values are similar to our own and our members’. 

Our drinks support this year comes from Moore MacDonald who are leaders in their field of building 
consultancy. Commitment and Integrity are at the heart of everything they do.

Thank you to ProAptivity who have supported our event with favours for all of our guests. ProAptivity  
is a multi-faceted CRM software company with the expertise to consult, train and deliver in all things 
Customer Relationship Management. 

#CO3Awards #Champion #Leadership Get in touch for ways to 
support us in 2024

mailto:donallaverty@bakertillymm.co.uk
http://www.bakertillymooneymoore.co.uk
https://www.proaptivity.com/
https://mooremacdonaldandpartners.co.uk/
https://www.hastingshotels.com/
https://www.davyuk.co.uk/
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Together, we can make the right 
decisions for your organisation
Our experienced team is dedicated to supporting charitable organisations in meeting 
their strategic and financial objectives.

By developing a financial plan tailored specifically to the achievement of your goals, we 
can assist your organisation’s move towards the future with greater financial security.

Davy Private Clients UK is one of Northern Ireland’s leading wealth managers, advising 
individuals, charities and local businesses since our office opened in Belfast in 2007.

We manage over £1.7 billion of assets for clients locally. Davy UK is part of the wider 
Davy Group, which was established in 1926 and is a trusted market leader in wealth 
management and capital markets.

If you would like to discuss how we could help your organisation, 
please contact our dedicated charities team:

Kevin McParland
Associate Director 
+44 (0) 2890 728116
kevin.mcparland@davy.ie

Ben Banerji
Portfolio Manager 
+44 (0) 2890 728146
ben.banerji@davy.ie

www.davyuk.co.uk

Davy Private Clients UK, Davy UK and Davy Capital Markets UK are the trading names of J & E Davy (UK) Limited. J & E Davy (UK) Limited is authorised 
and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. J & E Davy (UK) Limited is a Davy Group company and also a member of the Bank of Ireland Group.

HFNI2020 A5 AD.pdf 1 08/10/2021 16:21 

Supporting charitable organisations within Northern Ireland 
since 1985, to enable people who are disadvantaged or with 
additional needs to participate actively in their communities. 

GRANTS • TRAINING • MENTORING • ADVICE • SUPPORT 

   2022 
281 Charities supported 
605 Grants 

   £1,220,890 Awarded 
116 Refurbished devices 
provided           
115 Colleagues supported 
charities through £54,081 
Matched Giving 

Halifax Foundation for Northern Ireland www.halifaxfoundationni.org tel: 028 9032 3000 @halifaxfni @halifaxfni 
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Over the past year, the Community and Voluntary 
Sector has demonstrated its strength, flexibility, 
resilience and agility in supporting the most vulnerable 
in society through the cost-of-living crisis. 

We want to express our sincere gratitude to everyone 
for attending tonight’s CO3 Awards Ceremony and for 
making it a success. Your presence and participation 
is truly appreciated and contributes to the overall 
positive atmosphere of the evening.

I would also like to extend a heartfelt thank you to our 
sponsors for their generous support. Your contributions 
are instrumental in bringing the CO3 Leadership 
Awards to life and making it possible to recognise and 
celebrate the outstanding achievements of leaders in 
our sector.

mailto:728116kevin.mcparland@davy.ieBen
mailto:728116kevin.mcparland@davy.ieBen
mailto:728116kevin.mcparland@davy.ieBen
mailto:728146ben.banerji@davy.iewww.davyuk.co.ukDavy
mailto:728146ben.banerji@davy.iewww.davyuk.co.ukDavy
mailto:728146ben.banerji@davy.iewww.davyuk.co.ukDavy
mailto:728146ben.banerji@davy.iewww.davyuk.co.ukDavy
mailto:728146ben.banerji@davy.iewww.davyuk.co.ukDavy
http://www.halifaxfoundationni.org
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clanmil
H O U S I N G

Providing homes for 
people to live well

We are a leading provider 
of high quality social and 
affordable homes for all, 
along with services that 
make a real difference  
for our customers and 
their communities.

Tel: 028 9087 6000    Email: housing@clanmil.org.uk    
Twitter: @ClanmilHousing Facebook: Clanmil Housing  
Instagram: clanmil_housing

www.clanmil.org.uk

24781 Clanmil Corporate Advert v2.indd   124781 Clanmil Corporate Advert v2.indd   1 18/01/2023   14:2418/01/2023   14:24

At our 2022 Conference we were able to produce 
research based on Valuing our Sector thanks to 
the support of Tony Clarke, Community Finance 
Ireland and Marsh/Ecclesiastical. 

Through this research we have highlighted the 
contribution made to the local economy and to 
society by all of our organisations.

We have also, with the assistance of a few 
projects which allowed us access to look at their 
work in more detail, examined the daily impact 
they have and how people’s lives are improved 
by our large and small charities and enterprises. 

We also went 
outside our own 
sector and sought 
views from policy makers, 
opinion formers, stakeholders, academics and 
media to ask – ‘what do you understand about 
the Third Sector in Northern Ireland?’ 

Special thank you to MW Advocate who were 
instrumental in putting this research together 
for our members.

You  can read more about this research here.

VALUING  
OUR SECTOR

At the Social Enterprise Academy, we
believe that social entrepreneurs play
an essential role in changing the world.

Since 2014, we have supported over 200
Third Sector leaders in Northern Ireland
to develop their leadership capabilities
through our partnership with CO3.

This means we are delighted to support
the Mentor of the Year Award at the CO3
Leadership Awards 2023!

www.socialenterprise.academy

SEA_Worldwide                    Social Enterprise Academy International                    SEA_International

Mary moved to Northern 
Ireland with her family 
when she was 11 years old. 
Northern Ireland has been 
home to Mary Peters since 
then. Even today, Mary still 

lives in Belfast although 
most of her life she has 
spent travelling the 
world, competing and 
working. 
Mary has been an 
inspiration to people 
throughout Northern 

Ireland, bringing people 
together in times of trouble, 

through her sporting 
triumphs. Mary Peters is a 
true ambassador for Sport, 
reaching the pinnacle of 
sporting effort and achieving 
the ultimate: an Olympic 

Gold Medal. 
In the 1972 Summer Olympics 
Mary won the gold medal 
in the women’s pentathlon. 
She has represented 
Northern Ireland at every 
Commonwealth Games 
between 1958 and 1974. In 
these games she won 2 gold 
medals for the pentathlon, 
plus a gold and silver medal 
for the shot put.
Mary was humbled to be 
awarded in 2019 the Honour 
Lady Companion of Honour 
of the Most Noble order of 
the Garter. The investiture 
ceremony presided over 
by the Queen took place at 
Windsor Castle in June 2019. 
Mary is currently one of 24 
who are given this exclusive 

Meet our Champion Guest Speaker, Lady Mary Peters LG CH DBE DStJ RNR

mailto:housing@clanmil.org.uk
http://www.clanmil.org.uk
http://www.socialenterprise.academy
https://co3.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/23336G-CO3-Report-Valuing-Our-Sector-03.pdf


RUFFER

title. In 2017 Mary was awarded the Dame 
Commander of the Order of St John. 
In the 2015 New Year Honours list she became 
Member of the Order of the Companions of 
Honour (CH).
In 2000 she was appointed Dame Commander of 
the British Empire (DBE).
CBE in 1990 and MBE in 1972 after her Gold Medal 
win.
She served as Lord-Lieutenant for The County 
Borough of Belfast until her 75th birthday when 
all LL’s are given mandatory retirement.  She 
received the Freedom of both the City of Belfast 
and the City of Lisburn. Northern Ireland’s premier 
athletics track, on the outskirts of Belfast, is called 
the Mary Peters Track in her honour where a three 
quarter sized statue watches the next generation 
train and compete. Lady Mary now spends most of 
her time helping young sports men and women to 
achieve their dreams by supporting them through 
her charity, The Mary Peters Trust. 
Mary was selected as one of 27 Olympic athletes 

chosen by the BOA to be Ambassadors for Team 
GB 2012. As an official London 2012 Ambassador, 
Mary was an integral part of Team GB prior to 
and during the Olympic Games. She helped 
British athletes and the wider Team GB to achieve 
Olympic success, and in doing so, serves as a 
source of inspiration and motivation for the 60 
million Team GB fans across the UK.
Mary was also selected by Games Sponsor 
SSE as an Ambassador for the Glasgow 2014 
Commonwealth Games and travelled to the Gold 
Coast, Australia as the Patron in 2018.

This financial promotion is issued by Ruffer LLP, which is authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority. © Ruffer LLP 2022 80 Victoria Street, London, SW1E 5JL

Preoccupied 
with keeping 
charities safe
We aim to deliver consistent positive 
returns – whatever happens in 
financial markets. 

By putting safety first we’ve  
made good money for our clients.

Through boom and bust.  
For nearly 27 years.

ruffer.co.uk
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https://www.ruffer.co.uk/en


THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING
To learn more about us: www.co3.org.uk

http://www.co3.org.uk

